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Summary results for Swansea 
 
On Tuesday 28 June 2022, the Office for National Statistics (ONS) published the first 
results of the 2021 Census, which included national and local authority area population 
totals and an age/sex breakdown of the population (rounded) by five-year age groups.   
 

The figures show that the estimated population of the City & County of Swansea on 
Census Day (Sunday 21 March 2021) was 238,500, comprising of 121,000 females 
(50.7%) and 117,600 males (49.3%).  This is approximately 8,100 (3.3%) less than the 
most recent official annual Mid-Year Estimate figure for Swansea (for mid-2020), and 500 
(0.2%) lower than the 2011 Census total.  Swansea still has the second largest local 
authority population in Wales (behind Cardiff) and accounts for 7.7% of its total population.   
 

Figure 1 below shows the latest three decennial Census population totals for Swansea 
(2001, 2011 and 2021) with the blue line showing the current series of published mid-year 
population estimates for 2001 through to 2020.  The annual estimates showed a general 
steady increase in Swansea’s population since 2001, with an average growth of 
approximately 1,200 people (+0.5%) per annum.  However, the 2021 Census figure goes 
against the established post- 2001 and 2011 trends previously published.   
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Figure 1: Population Change in Swansea 2001-2021 
 
The 2021 mid-year estimates – the first to be based on the latest Census results – are 
scheduled to be published by ONS in autumn 2022, with the mid-year population 
estimates for 2012 to 2020 due to be revised (re-based using 2021 Census data) in early 
2023.  ONS’ established practice would not revise figures for 2011 and earlier.   
 
Results for Wales 
 
The 2021 Census reports that the population of Wales has reached 3,107,500.  This is 
around 62,100 (2.0%) higher than the estimate for mid-2020 and 44,000 (1.4%) higher 
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than the 2011 Census total.  The 2021 Census population figures were higher than those 
for 2011 in 14 of Wales’ 22 local authorities; the largest difference being Newport (by 
around 13,900 or 9.5%) and Cardiff (by 16,300 or 4.7%), with the populations of Bridgend 
and Vale of Glamorgan also more than 5,000 or 4% higher than the previous Census.  
Meanwhile, eight local authority areas recorded reductions in population from the 2011 
Census – the largest being Ceredigion (by 4,400 or 5.8%) and Gwynedd (4,500 or 3.7%).  
The detail for all local authority areas in Wales is provided in Appendix 1. 
  

The 2021 Census population estimate for England and Wales is 59,597,300 – around 3.5 
million (6.3%) higher than the 2011 Census.  However, there are no figures yet available 
for the United Kingdom or Great Britain, due to the later Census in Scotland (delayed by 
one year because of the COVID-19 pandemic). 
 
Population by age  
 
The initial Census results published provide rounded population data for local authorities 
by sex and five year age group.  The full results for Swansea are detailed in Appendix 2, 
together with equivalent percentages for Wales, plus an indication of difference between 
2011 and 2021 in Swansea for each age cohort. 
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The differences by specific age group and sex (between the 2011 and 2021 Census) are 
summarised below: 
 

 Aged under-5: a significantly lower figure in 2021, with a difference of around 1,700 
or 13%, mostly attributable to a falling number of births in recent years.   

 Aged 5-14 years (school-age): a higher figure in 2021, by around 1,000 (4%), in 
part due to the higher number of births recorded in the late 2000s / early 2010s.   

 15-24 age group: substantially lower in 2021, by around 2,900 (8%).  This goes 
against previous estimates and trends for this age group, which includes 19 to 22 
year-olds studying at Swansea’s universities.   

 25-29: also a lower figure in 2021 compared to 2011, by around 1,400 or 9%.   
 30-39: 500 (1.7%) higher overall in 2021, with a more significantly higher number of 

females aged 30-34 in 2021 (+700 or 11% since 2011). 
 40-49: substantially lower figure in 2021, by 4,400 or 14%.  

 

The initial 2021 Census results by five-
year age group are illustrated by the 
population pyramid in Figure 2 opposite.  
The pyramid provides an illustration of 
the established ‘spike’ in the Swansea 
population in the 20-24 cohort (8.1% of 
the population total, above the 6.0% 
figure for Wales as a whole), which 
reflects in part the large local student 
population. 
 

An initial view of trends can be provided 
via an analysis of the main reported 
changes to Swansea’s population over 
the ten-year period since 2011.  

 
 

Figure 2:  
Swansea population by age and sex, 2021 
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 50-59: higher in 2021, by 2,700 or 9% overall, especially apparent within the 55-59 
group – in part reflecting the 1960’s baby boom. 

 People aged 65+: 6,100 or 14% higher in 2021 than 2011, indicative of a generally 
ageing population, in line with established national trends.  This group includes 
those born in the post-war baby boom period, with the highest reported increase (in 
terms of five-year cohorts) within the population aged 70-74 (+3,000 or 30%).  

 For the older groups (aged 85 and over), the total has increased in Swansea over 
the ten-years (2011 to 2021) by around 900 or 16%. 

 There were an estimated 500 (0.4%) fewer males in 2021 than in 2011, and around 
100 (0.1%) more females in 2021 than 2011. 

 
Further statistics and information from the 2021 Census 
 
The first release of Census data also featured a range of additional information, including: 

 the Quality and Management Information (QMI) report for the census 
 local response rates, including by age group (5-year cohorts). 
 the estimated number of households with at least one usual resident. 
 usual resident population density (number of people per square kilometre).   
 information on the components of the census estimates, including adjustments for 

undercoverage and overcount in households, undercoverage in communal 
establishments, and other local adjustments applied to specific local authorities. 

 other information included in ONS’ Census 2021 local authority comparison tool, 
including related data sources and administrative data based population estimates. 

 

Further analysis of this information will follow in due course. 
 
Conclusions 
 
This briefing note has focused primarily on the initial 2021 Census results and indicative 
trends, some of which are unexpected and require further investigation, in order to enable 
a fuller understanding of recent demographic change in Swansea. 
 

More detailed results from the 2021 Census, including data for local areas (below local 
authority level) and further information on local population characteristics, will be part of 
future Census release phases beginning in autumn 2022.  The full significance and 
interpretation of these initial figures will require analysis of later Census information, the 
2021 mid-year estimates and the revised mid-year Estimates for 2012 to 2020. 
 

The 2021 Census figures and subsequent annual population estimates will have significant 
implications for the Council and its partners in a number of respects, including the 
Revenue Support Grant settlement, for performance measurement, planning policy and to 
guide other key strategies and policies across a wide range of service areas. 
 

 July 2022 
 

 
If you would like any additional information about the Census, or have any other queries regarding 
population and demographic change in Swansea, please contact:    

 
Swansea Council - Information, Research and GIS 
Tel: 07970 610583.  E-mail: research@swansea.gov.uk  

 

Strategic Delivery Unit, Resources Directorate, Civic Centre, Swansea, SA1 3SN. 
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Appendix 1: 2021 CENSUS RESULTS FOR LOCAL AUTHORITY AREAS IN WALES 
 

Area  
(ranked by population size, 2021) 

Population: 
2021 Census 

Difference:  
2021 vs. 2011 

Difference:  
2021 vs. 2020 

Cardiff 362,400 +16,300 (+4.7%) -6,800 (-1.8%) 
Swansea 238,500 -500 (-0.2%) -8,100 (-3.3%) 
Rhondda Cynon Taf 237,700 +3,300 (+1.4%) -4,200 (-1.7%) 
Carmarthenshire 187,900 +4,100 (+2.2%) -2,200 (-1.1%) 
Caerphilly 175,900 -2,900 (-1.6%) -5,800 (-3.2%) 
Newport 159,600 +13,900 (+9.5%) +3,200 (+2.0%) 
Flintshire 155,000 +2,500 (+1.6%) -1,800 (-1.2%) 
Bridgend 145,500 +6,300 (+4.5%) -2,000 (-1.4%) 
Neath Port Talbot 142,300 +2,500 (+1.8%) -2,100 (-1.4%) 
Wrexham 135,100 +300 (+0.2%) -1,000 (-0.7%) 
Powys 133,200 +200 (+0.2%) +200 (+0.1%) 
Vale of Glamorgan 131,800 +5,500 (+4.3%) -3,500 (-2.6%) 
Pembrokeshire 123,400 +1,000 (+0.8%) -3,400 (-2.6%) 
Gwynedd 117,400 -4,500 (-3.7%) -7,800 (-6.2%) 
Conwy 114,800 -400 (-0.4%) -3,400 (-2.9%) 
Denbighshire 95,800 +2,100 (+2.2%) -900 (-0.9%) 
Monmouthshire 93,000 +1,700 (+1.8%) -2,200 (-2.3%) 
Torfaen 92,300 +1,200 (+1.3%) -2,500 (-2.7%) 
Ceredigion 71,500 -4,400 (-5.8%) -1,400 (-1.9%) 
Isle of Anglesey 68,900 -900 (-1.2%) -1,500 (-2.2%) 
Blaenau Gwent 66,900 -2,900 (-4.2%) -3,100 (-4.5%) 
Merthyr Tydfil 58,800 0 (0.0%) -1,600 (-2.7%) 
    
Wales 3,107,500 +44,000 (+1.4%) -62,100 (-2.0%) 
England & Wales 59,597,300 +3,521,400 (+6.3%) -122,400 (-0.2%) 

 

 

Appendix 2: SWANSEA’S 2021 CENSUS POPULATION BY AGE AND SEX  
 

Age group Males Females Total (% of all) Wales % Difference: 2021 vs. 2011 
0-4 5,800 5,600 11,400 (4.8%) 5.0% -1,700 (-13.0%) 
5-9 6,800 6,300 13,000 (5.5%) 5.7% +600 (+4.5%) 

10-14 7,100 6,500 13,700 (5.7%) 5.9% +500 (+3.7%) 
15-19 7,600 6,900 14,500 (6.1%) 5.7% -1,500 (-9.7%) 
20-24 10,500 8,700 19,200 (8.1%) 6.0% -1,300 (-6.4%) 
25-29 7,100 7,200 14,200 (6.0%) 6.0% -1,400 (-8.7%) 
30-34 7,400 7,700 15,100 (6.3%) 6.3% +700 (+4.9%) 
35-39 7,100 7,400 14,500 (6.1%) 6.0% -200 (-1.4%) 
40-44 6,800 7,000 13,800 (5.8%) 5.6% -2,100 (-13.4%) 
45-49 6,900 7,100 14,000 (5.9%) 6.0% -2,300 (-14.1%) 
50-54 7,800 7,900 15,700 (6.6%) 6.9% _+500 (+3.6%) 
55-59 7,800 8,200 16,000 (6.7%) 7.2% +2,100 (+15.5%) 
60-64 7,000 7,600 14,500 (6.1%) 6.4% -500 (-3.2%) 
65-69 6,100 6,600 12,700 (5.3%) 5.7% +700 (+5.4%) 
70-74 6,200 6,900 13,100 (5.5%) 5.8% +3,000 (+29.6%) 
75-79 4,400 5,200 9,600 (4.0%) 4.2% +1,000 (+11.2%) 
80-84 2,900 3,900 6,800 (2.9%) 2.9% +500 (+8.5%) 
85-89 1,700 2,600 4,300 (1.8%) 1.7% +500 (+12.7%) 
90+ 800 1,600 2,400 (1.0%) 1.0% +500 (+23.7%) 

All ages 117,600 121,000 238,500 (100%) 100% -500 (-0.2%) 
 
Source:  Office for National Statistics (ONS), © Crown copyright 2022. 
Note: 2011 and 2021 figures are from the Census; 2020 figures use the latest published mid-year population estimates. 


