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	Our Ref: 
	26 March 2020


	Name
Address 

	       All correspondence should be addressed to 
       the Coroner and Emails sent to:-

       Coroner@swansea.gov.uk



Dear Sir, 

Guidance to Funeral Directors regarding suspected COVID19 Community Deaths*

1. Following a request from the police to attend the scene of a sudden death (where a referral to the Coroner is likely to be made) & there is a suspicion that the deceased may be infected with the COVID19 virus, the Funeral Director should liaise with the Police Control Room/Officer at scene to secure information as to the basis of the suspicion

2. Based upon this discussion, the Funeral Director will undertake a risk assessment in accordance with their own practices & procedures, & determine whether the body is to be removed from the scene with operatives wearing PPE. Guidance is to be found in the attached ECDPC briefing document.

3. If the Funeral Director determines that the risk is such that PPE is to be worn, this will be communicated to the Police Control Room/Officer at scene, & the Officer at scene will brief the Deceased’s relatives of this precaution.

4. The Officer(s) at scene will use his/her best endeavours to remain & await the arrival of the Funeral Directors (subject always to operational demands as they may present themselves). Funeral Directors are urged to prioritise their arrival at the scene to ensure continuity of police presence until the removal of the body.
5. The Deceased will be placed in a body bag
6. On the journey to the mortuary, the Funeral Director will contact mortuary staff to inform them that they are arriving with a body where COVID19 is suspected. 

7. Funeral Directors will remain at the mortuary following transferring of the body to facilitate decontamination of the ambulance/vehicle.
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*For the avoidance of doubt, community deaths, includes those that have occurred in the 

  Care/Nursing Home Setting 
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