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	City and County of Swansea



	
	Notice of Meeting


	
	You are invited to attend a Meeting of the

	Swansea Local Access Forum


	At:


	Swansea Civic Centre Room 1.2.2


	On:


	Wednesday 10 May 2023

	Time:


	7.00pm

	Chair:
	TBC


Membership:

R Beale, A Evans, Cllr P H Williams, A Morgan, D Naylor, J Nellist, B Parry, 
B Rowlands, B Stein
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Agenda

1 Election of Chair and Deputy-Chair


2 Apologies for Absence 


3 Declarations of interest - www.swansea.gov.uk/disclosuresofinterests
4 To approve and sign as a correct record the minutes of the previous meeting - page1

5 
Amendments to Terms of Reference – page 4

6 
Appointment of Additional Forum Members (Application pack circulated separately)

7 
Funding for 23/24 (Verbal update)

8 
Any Other Business


9 
Next Meeting – Date and time to be agreed<AI1>
</AI9>
Agenda Item 4
CITY AND COUNTY OF SWANSEA

SWANSEA LOCAL ACCESS FORUM

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON TEAMS

WEDNESDAY 27 January 2021 AT 10.30am

Present 

Members:

Paxton Hood Williams (PHW)

Andrew Morgan (AM) 

Barbara Parry (BP)

David Naylor (DN)

Richard Beale (RB)

Bridget Stein (BS)

Brigitte Rowlands (BR)

Allyson Evans

Chris Dale (CD) – Secretary

Apologies 

Jenni Nellist


1. Welcome.  Introductions.


PHW welcomed all members of the LAF to the meeting.

A minutes silence was held to commemorate Keith Marsh, who passed away in March.

2. Confirmation of minutes of last meeting.

Confirmation moved by BP seconded by RB.


3. Matters arising.

Pennard Valley.  CD – works have taken place to open up the original route of the footpath (PM3), which had become overgrown.  Further 
works may be needed in the summer to create a better surface, which is presently very muddy.

4.   Fairwood routes. This needs further surveying.  There are also issues to  do with parking, suitability for walkers and how routes will be paid for 
and maintained. If the gate on the airport perimeter was removed 
horses would be able to use the footpath as a through route.  Action 
CD

5. RB – Ramblers ‘Don’t lose your way’ campaign.  The cut-off date for claims to register public paths based on documentary evidence is 2026, after this such routes would be lost.  The Ramblers have had 150,000 lost routes in Wales and England added to their campaign website on which there is a national map of lost routes.  In Swansea about 168 miles of routes have been identified, some of which are already adopted and others close to existing paths. WG has power to repeal cut-off date and has been considering this, but not done anything yet.  Ramblers would like BHS to be involved in the campaign.  BS – yes would like to be involved.

6. Bridleway BV370.  BS wondered if there was an update on the situation there. BR - neighbour dispute. AM - Ramblers have no issues there.

7. Reinstatement of Coast Path bridge at Oxwich  -  DN

8. BS WG access reform programme AM – consultations. BS – bulldozer e.g. SUP

9. BS LG40 Kennoxton

10. Off-road cycle routes Gower. BS concerned about too many cyclists.

11. Shared use paths Clyne CP Mayals to Bishopston

RBe/AM lack of consultation    PHW council has learned from experience   Clyne mtb routes     PHW signage and works   DN need for education would not have supported Olchfa path if consulted – other rotes more important.  Needs horse friendly surface

BP met highways – damage limitation – surface dressing – calming measures – physical barriers – not enough consultation

AM – general public don’t know details of what is planned 

BR Covid makes communication to public difficult - Clyne woodlands, some people for and some against 

AM are local councillors involved?

BP the highways dept

RBe LAF not consulted about active travel.

PHW most people agree in principle – did not consult effectively – Mayals also many concerns from public

DN not opportunity to consult - wheelrights raised concerns about safety and unsuitability of hybrid cycle/walking routes

PHW – must spend money by end of year

AM - Blackberry Path.  Can it be improved? BP highways will flail as part of work

12. Hendrefoilan claimed footpaths – submitted to PINs

13. Barlands Upper Killay AM – path was closed in first lockdown.  Issues for walkers for years. Path needs maintenance. RBe accosted by landowner

14. RBe – can service roads be used for st iltyds way on mynydd y gwair  are roads part of access land?

BR – access roads private not common land - access not yet opened for public. Inergy concerned about vehicles using tracks too fast for walkers

RBe can we ever cross roads?

BR even commoners can’t cross tracks . Inergy won’t address issue fences have been removed but post holes not filled in.

AM rights of access should be accommodated  NAF should represent to WG re existing wind farms and future farms

15. 
LLiw resis  RBe - 2 gates locked

BR different gates put in that allowed motorbikes so local resident locked gates. WW will be closing paths in next few weeks.

AM grant from WG to WW for permissive path.   Continue path onto common.  See BR and somerset trust. Access onto access land gate    will path be PROW?


Meeting closed at 12:10pm

Agenda Item 5

SWANSEA LOCAL ACCESS FORUM

Terms of Reference

Title

1. The Local Access Forum shall be known as the Swansea Local Access Forum (LAF).

Roles and Responsibilities

2. The function of the Swansea Local Access Forum is to:-

‘Provide advice to Swansea Council, Natural Resources Wales and others as appropriate as to the improvement of public access to land in the area for the purposes of open–air recreation and the enjoyment of the area in ways which take account of land management, social, economic, environmental and educational interests.’

3. The Swansea Local Access Forum will fulfil this role by advising on issues of particular local relevance, including:

a. access to open countryside (access land);

b. the rights of way network; and

c. developing recreation and access strategies that cater for everyone.

4. The Swansea Local Access Forum will work to:

a. develop a constructive and inclusive approach to the improvement of recreational access to the countryside;

b. respect local circumstances and different interests whilst operating within national guidance;

c. provide advice on issues of principle and good practice;

d. engage in constructive debate and seek consensus wherever possible; and

e. where consensus is not possible, make clear the nature of differing views, and suggest how they might be resolved.

Membership

5. The membership will include:

a. a Chair and Deputy Chair elected in accordance with the LAF regulations;

b. a balanced representation of i) recreational access users and ii) landowners and occupiers - together with representation of other interests especially relevant to the area.

c No less than 10 members.  Casual vacancies in the membership of the Forum can be filled with further members provided the total number of members, excluding the Chair and Deputy Chair, does not as a result exceed 20d. Under paragraph 6(1) of the 2001 Regulations (see 7a below), as the area of the Forum falls entirely within the administrative area of Swansea Council, then Swansea Council must appoint one (but may not appoint more than one) member to the Forum who is either an officer of member of Swansea Council

When considering what persons to appoint as members of the Forum Swansea Council must consult such individuals and organisation having an interest in the functions of the Forum as it thinks fit and give persons an opportunity of expressing an interest in becoming a member of the Forum

6. The membership will:

a. be balanced to avoid dominance by any single interest group

b. represent a cross-section of interests in the area and achieve a reasonable balance between the interests of users of local rights of way and  

c. appoint persons who live or work within the area or otherwise have a sound knowledge of the area d. have regard to the need to ensure, so far as is reasonably practicable, a fair balance between persons of different genders, races, ages, disabilities and other characteristics
e. consider inviting any organisation having an interest in the functions of the Forum to nominate a person for consideration for membership of the Forum

f. Not appoint as a member of the Forum any person who appears to have or be likely to have  such pecuniary or other interest in the matters on which the Forum is required to advise as is likely to have a substantially adverse effect on the ability of that person to properly and effectively discharge their duties.

g. Before appointing a person as a member of the Forum require that person to provide such information as reasonably required for the purpose of assessing that person’s suitability to be a member of the Forum.

 A person’s membership of the Forum continues until the expiry of the period of 3 years from appointment.
A person who ceases to be a member of the Forum is eligible for reappointment. 

7. Members will be expected to:

a. adhere to the sections relating to LAFs in the CROW Act and The Countryside Access (Local Access Forums) (Wales) Regulations 2001 and these Terms of Reference;

b show commitment to achieving the aims of the Local Access Forum through constructive working with other members;

c. be able to devote the necessary time to attend meetings and to network outside meetings;

d. have sufficient experience of access to the countryside in the local area to be able to make an informed and constructive contribution to improving access provision; and

e. be capable of working with a wide range of interest groups.

Administration

Secretariat

8. The Swansea Local Access Forum will have a Secretary appointed by  Swansea Council (who shall not be a member of the Forum) who will be responsible for the administration of the Forum by:
a. providing support to the chair of the Forum

b. ensuring that the Forum is set up and run according to the CROW Act, Local Access Forum regulations and these Terms of Reference;

c. managing any resources dedicated to its work;

d. arranging and promoting meetings, including arranging the delivery of papers and information to Forum members ;

e. producing minutes of Forum meetings.f. Drawing to the attention of the Forum the provisions of any national codes of practice, guidance issued by Natural Resources Wales or the Welsh Government and statutory requirements to which the Forum is to have regard when exercising its functions.
g. The Secretary, or their nominated deputy during periods of absence, must be present at all meetings of the Forum 
Meetings

9. Meetings will be held at least two times a year, and more frequently as and when necessary, to be agreed by the LAF and the appointing authority.

10. Meeting agendas will be agreed between the Chair, Deputy Chair and the Secretary – although any member may suggest agenda items for consideration.

11. The order of business at each meeting shall be as follows:

· to receive any apologies for absence.

· receive disclosures of interest.

· confirm and sign the Minutes of the last Meeting.

· dispose of business (if any) remaining from the previous meeting.

· receive reports.

· any other business.

12. If members of the Forum have any direct and significant involvement with any matter being considered, then they should declare this at the appropriate point on the agenda, and revoke their voting rights for any vote on that matter.

13. The quorum for a Forum meeting shall be third of the Forum membership to the nearest whole number. If at any time the number of members present falls below this the meeting shall be adjourned.

14. Decisions by the Forum shall be made by show of hands with the Chair having the casting vote.

15. Meetings will be advertised in advance and the minutes published.

16. The Chair will invite observers/advisors to the meeting when appropriate.

17. Observers/advisors will be able to contribute to the proceedings at the discretion of the Chair.

18. One representative of each of Natural Resources Wales and the  Welsh Assembly Government  and any officer of the Swansea Council will automatically have observer status at any meeting of the Forum or committee established by the Forum
19. . Members of the Forum may, with the agreement of the Chair, establish such committee or committees of members as they think fit
20. The chairing, membership and terms of reference of such committees will be agreed by the Chair and members which established it21. All meetings of the LAF will be held in public. However, the person presiding, following a request from a member or members, may decide that the public should be barred for particular items for reasons of personal privacy or commercial confidentiality.
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Summary of Actions from this meeting





Further works on path in Pennard Valley.		Action: CD





Gate on Fairwood Common.		Action: CD
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