
  

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Information sheet relating to Local Election to be held on the 5th May 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Electoral Commission Website has a wealth of information for anyone interested or 
involved in the elections process, this includes advice for professionals, political parties, 
donors, candidates and agents and can be accessed on:  
 
www.electoralcommission.org.uk  
   
Of particular relevance is the Guidance for Candidates and Agents and the Code of 
Conduct for Campaigners: electoral registration, postal voting, proxy voting and 
polling stations 
 
The Representation of the People Act 1983 (RPA 1983) defines most offences for UK 
Parliamentary elections, local government elections and for electoral registration and postal 
voting issues across the UK. Other legislation, such as that relating to forgery and false 
statements, or common law provisions may also apply. 
 
In addition, the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 (PPERA) sets out rules 
for spending, finances and donations for elections and referendums. 
 
Part 4 of the Guidance for Candidates and Agents mentioned above describes clearly the 
offences referred to. If you have any queries or wish to seek clarification in respect of any 
aspect of the election, the Returning Officers and numerous other avenues of advice are able 
to assist, it is imperative that you obtain that advice before you act if you have any concerns. 

   
The following are examples of issues that have been reported and investigated by police 
previously, both locally and nationally: 

 Posters and leaflets, newspaper articles and advertisements.  All printed election 
publicity must carry an imprint with details of the name and postal address of the 
printer and promoter of the material.  A number of complaints were received alleging 
false statements of fact about the personal character or conduct of a candidate in order 
to affect the return of that candidate.  It is up to the person making the posters, leaflets 
or statements to make sure that what is being said is factually correct, if you quote 

The purpose of the document is to ensure that Candidates and Agents are aware of the Guidance 
and Information available to them as well as highlighting a number of issues that have arisen 
previously which resulted in police intervention.   This advice is issued in order to reduce or 

eliminate the need for police intervention in this important democratic process. 

http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/


  

 

 

  

 

 

material that is in the public domain you may need to identify what efforts you have 
made to check its authenticity.  Seek legal advice if uncertain as if a candidate is 
elected and then an election court finds them or their agent guilty under this provision, 
that election will be void besides the legal sanctions that are available.    

 Postal voting -  registration of fictitious names to the electoral register, registration of 
the same individual at different addresses, falsifying proxy documentation,  threats and 
intimidation in premises such as care establishments. 

Current Community Tensions & Safety 

Political debate and discussion underpins our democratic process. The freedom to engage in 
debate and disagree with others is a key component of public life. 
 
Sometimes, it can go too far. When it does, it may lead to harassment, intimidation or 
threatening behaviour and, in some circumstances, may constitute criminal offences. 
 
This can cause you to question whether you have made the right decision to participate and 
engage in public life. 
 
The election period places a number of pressures on candidates. This will include greater 
scrutiny on you and your political standpoint. Candidates and agents will be subject to 
heightened public exposure. 
 
For the majority of candidates, and for most of the time, these pressures will not impact 
on their personal safety. However, there have been occasions where candidates have been 
exposed to unacceptable levels of harassment and intimidation. This can have a significant 
psychological impact on candidates and those close to them, and can affect their wellbeing. 
 
In some cases, these behaviours and actions have reached the criminal threshold. The worst 
examples have led to violence and injury. 
 
To date we have already seen an increase in threats and abusive messages sent to MP’s/ 
candidates, both in person and by social media platforms. Please consider your personal 
safety at all times and consider the following:- 
 

1. When out and about in the public domain be mindful of your surroundings, try to keep 
visible in public areas and as best possible be accompanied when canvassing for votes 
 

2. Always have you mobile phone with you and charged, contact the police through the 
normal channels if you feel concerned about your personal safety  

 
3. Will you be happy for personal contact with the local neighbourhood officers – this is 

more for reassurance and slow time advice if required.  If you are holding large 
canvassing events can they notify their local neighbourhood officers for awareness 

 
4. If a candidate experiences an safety issue then we will treat individually and consider 

some of the measures we use for Op Bridger and normal policing business 
 



  

 

  

 

Further information, support and guidance have been provided in the following leaflets 
produced by the Electoral Commission including “When it goes too far” and “Joint guidance 
for candidates in elections”. 
 

  


