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Information, Research & GIS (Strategic Delivery Unit), July 2023 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Location:  West of the River Tawe and Swansea Enterprise Park, approximately 4 
kilometres north-east of the city.  The ward is split by the M4 motorway, accessed via 
Junction 45.  It includes the Cwmrhydyceirw, Morriston and Ynystawe localities. 

 Adjacent Wards:  Clydach, Llansamlet, Landore, Mynydd-bach, Llangyfelach. 

 Electoral Ward Review 2022:  No change.  

 Constituency Area (Welsh Government / UK Parliament):  Swansea East. 

 Population (Office for National Statistics / ONS estimate, 2020): 16,000. 

 Area: 7.0 sq. km.  Population Density: 2,286 people per sq. km (ONS, 2021) 

 Employment (former ward, ONS workplace estimate, 2021):  9,000.  Major employers: 
Morriston Hospital (Swansea Bay University Health Board), Mid & West Wales Fire & 
Rescue Service, district shopping centre, Beaufort Road Industrial Estate occupiers, 
Swansea Council (schools). 

 

Councillors (Electoral vote, May 2022):  Rob Stewart (Labour – 2,434); Ceri Evans (Labour – 2,396); 
Robert Francis-Davies (Labour – 2,111); Andrea Lewis (Labour – 2,051); Yvonne Jardine (Labour – 
2,025).  Turnout = 34%.  Electorate: 11,991. 
 

MORRISTON WARD PROFILE 
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Ward features, facilities and localities: 

 
  



Information, Research & GIS - Swansea Council, July 2023.   www.swansea.gov.uk/wardprofiles    3 

ABOUT THE WARD 
 
Whilst Morriston is generally regarded as a distinct town within Swansea, it is also effectively 
a suburb of the city.  Morriston town centre is concentrated around Woodfield Street, a busy 
shopping street running north-south. 
   
In terms of housing development, Morriston ward can be divided into three distinct areas: the 
residential area surrounding the district centre, which comprises the Morriston locality and 
contains a high proportion of early 19th Century terraced houses built largely to accommodate 
workers from nearby industries; localities further north around the M4 (Cwmrhydyceirw, 
Pantlassau, Gwernfadog and Ynysforgan), largely private semi-detached post-war housing; 
and Ynystawe locality to the north east of the ward, which contains mainly traditional detached 
and semi-detached dwellings along Clydach Road and the surrounding slopes, many of which 
were originally built during the 19th Century. 
 

 
POPULATION AND HOUSEHOLD STATISTICS 
 
Population estimates (2021 Census) 
  

Population 
Morriston Swansea 
Total % % 

Aged: 0-4 743 4.6 4.8 

5-15 1,918 12.0 12.2 

16-24 1,516 9.5 13.0 

25-44 4,064 25.4 24.2 

45-64 4,385 27.4 25.3 

65-74 1,835 11.5 10.8 

75+ 1,565 9.8 9.7 

Total 16,026 100 100 

Female 8,264 51.6 50.7 

Male 7,762 48.4 49.3 
 
Source: 2021 Census, ONS (Table RM121). 
 

Note: Ward statistics relate to the best-fit Census Output Areas (OAs) shown on the map above. 

 

 

Summary 

 Highest ward population in Swansea, and 9th highest population density (2021). 

 Lower percentage of people aged 16-24 years. 

 Slightly higher proportion of people aged over 45. 

 Population characteristics generally close to Swansea averages. 

 Slightly higher percentages of semi-detached and terraced properties, and owned 
housing tenure. 

 Economic activity categories also close to Swansea averages, with slightly higher 
percentages economically active and employees. 
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Population characteristics 
 

People: Morriston % Swansea % 

born in the UK 14,572 90.9 90.6 

born outside UK 1,454 9.1 9.4 

in non-white ethnic group 1,255 7.8 8.6 

able to speak Welsh (aged 3+) 1,709 10.9 11.2 

in good health 12,382 77.3 78.7 

disabled under the Equality Act 3,840 24.0 22.4 

with Level 4+ qualifications (aged 16+) 3,679 27.5 32.8 

with no qualifications (aged 16+) 2,818 21.1 18.9 
 
Source: 2021 Census, ONS (Tables TS004, TS021, TS033, TS037, TS038, TS067). 

 
 
Household composition 
 

 Morriston % Swansea % 

Total households / (Average Household Size) 7,232 (2.19) (2.22) 

Composition: One person: Age 66+ 1,029 14.2 14.5 

Other 1,436 19.9 19.9 

Single family household: All aged 66+ 694 9.6 9.5 

Married or civil partnership couple 1,967 27.2 26.8 

Cohabiting couple family 764 10.6 10.4 

Lone parent family 974 13.5 12.6 

Other single family household 43 0.6 0.7 

Other household types 325 4.5 5.6 
 
Source: 2021 Census, ONS (Table TS003). 

 
 
 
HOUSING: Type and Tenure  
 

Household accommodation type Morriston % Swansea % 

Detached 1,539 21.3 24.0 

Semi-detached 2,671 36.9 34.5 

Terraced (incl. end terrace) 2,286 31.6 25.4 

Flat, maisonette or apartment 729 10.1 15.9 

Caravan or other mobile/temporary 4 0.1 0.2 

 
Tenure Morriston % Swansea % 

Households: Owned: Outright 2,718 37.6 35.4 

Owned with a mortgage or loan 2,025 28.0 26.9 

Households: Rented:  Social rented; from Council 757 10.5 11.7 
Social rented; Other (incl. Housing Association) 445 6.1 7.4 

Private rented 1,251 17.3 18.0 
Other (incl. Shared ownership, Living rent free) 40  0.6 0.6 

 
Source: 2021 Census, ONS (Tables TS044, TS054). 
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ECONOMIC ACTIVITY 
 

People aged 16 and over: Morriston % Swansea % 

Economically Active 7,532 56.4 54.3 

Employees: Part-time and Full-time 6,262 46.9 42.2 

Self-employed 659 4.9 6.4 

Unemployed 353 2.6 2.5 

   Economically active student 258 1.9 3.3 

Economically Inactive 5,826 43.6 45.7 

Retired 3,246 24.3 23.9 

Student 551 4.1 8.4 

Looking after home or family 580 4.3 4.2 

Long-term sick or disabled 987 7.4 6.3 

Other 462 3.5 2.9 
 

Source: 2021 Census, ONS (Table TS066). 

 
 

WELSH INDEX OF MULTIPLE DEPRIVATION (WIMD) 
 
 WIMD 2019 based on Lower Super Output Area 

(LSOA) geography – in this profile, the area consists of 
eleven LSOAs. 
 

Highest index and domain rankings (Wales): 
 

 Morriston 5 – Overall index, Income, Employment, Health (1st 
decile), Education, Community safety (2nd decile). 

 

 Morriston 7 – Overall index, Income, Employment, Community 
safety (1st decile), Health, Housing (2nd decile). 

 

 Morriston 9 – Health (1st decile), Overall index, Income, 
Employment, Education, Community safety, Housing (2nd decile).  

 

 Morriston 6 – Overall index, Employment, Health, Education, Community safety (2nd decile).  
 

LSOA 
Overall 
index 

Domains: 
Income 

Employment Health Education 
Access to 
Services 

Housing 
Community 

Safety 
Physical 

Environment 

Mor 1 77 1088 70 889 76 949 81 1029 71 987 80 1222 64 1030 78 1080 15 499 

Mor 2 108 1618 124 1685 103 1332 103 1360 92 1353 65 1019 96 1379 118 1638 69 1192 

Mor 3 87 1271 86 1173 71 913 78 969 88 1314 113 1572 56 910 41 572 63 1142 

Mor 4 52 686 60 720 49 624 45 557 55 697 98 1413 34 518 36 420 28 642 

Mor 5 13 95 12 54 10 62 16 142 21 295 16 506 78 1186 26 315 39 816 

Mor 6 29 309 41 406 26 280 24 249 23 316 69 1040 27 475 19 238 25 607 

Mor 7 15 154 17 159 17 120 21 209 31 404 58 945 14 229 2 36 27 633 

Mor 8 85 1250 89 1208 79 982 83 1041 85 1248 140 1852 43 705 42 574 21 549 

Mor 9 19 205 30 273 24 271 14 137 19 246 38 691 18 258 20 249 48 909 

M 10 104 1570 104 1530 94 1205 109 1442 95 1411 85 1273 91 1290 80 1099 61 1070 

M 11 113 1677 111 1570 121 1599 104 1365 111 1625 70 1048 130 1725 96 1293 57 1017 
 

Source: WIMD 2019 (published November 2019), Welsh Government.  Note: LSOAs ranked 1-148 (Swansea), 1-1909 (Wales). 

 
 
Note: The content in this profile will be developed as further ward data becomes available. 
 
The use of Ordnance Survey data within this document is subject to terms and conditions - www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/business-and-government/public-sector/mapping-agreements/viewing-terms.html 

 


